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"Gosala's fame as the leader of the Ajivikas is
also indicated by the Anguttara wherein
Buddha's scathing remark about Makkhali
suggests that Gosala was his more dangerous
rival than even Mahavira"’
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Now to enquire into the position of
Ajivkism in India after the death of Gosala. The
reference to Mahapadma Nanda in the Bhag.
Sutra suggest that he supported the Ajivika
Sangha. Chanakya is said to have escaped the
hands of the last Nanda in the guise of a naked
Ajivika monk and if it is believed to be true, the
Ajivikas gained superior status in the period of
the Nandas, at least in Magadha.“
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The status of the Ajivikas in Magadha is
proved by the inscriptions of Asoka and his

successor Dasaratha in the Barabar and
Nagarjuni caves respectively-whereby the caves
were dedicated to them. The Vahiyaka cave
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(Kubha) was presented by the beloved of the
gods, Dasaratha to the Ajivika monks. The
Gopika and Vadathika caves were also given to
them by Dasaratha. These caves with fine
craftsmanship show the special honour, given to
the Ajivikas at that time.”
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It is a well-known fact that "the Last
Sprinkling Elephant” was one of the eight
finalities, preached by Gosala in his last illness.
It is interesting to note that the facade of the
Lomasa Rsi cave which shows the row of
elephants above its entrance, the Ajivika
symbols was most probably built by the patron
of the Ajivakas, shortly after Asoka. These caves
show how Dasaratha granted favour to this
sect; and so it is very likely that his name has
been omitted from the lists of kings, given by
both the Buddhists and the Jainas.”
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