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ABSTRACT   
 
Noise pollution is a rising problem in the world. In various countries especially health problem due to 

noise pollution has been increasing day by day in urban and industrial areas. Laws have to change 

According to the changing trends of the society from time to time and a strong foundation for 

environmental jurisprudence in India helped in the protection and preservation of its environment as 

well as its people. The paper deals with laws and policy in the path of development of the environmental 

jurisprudence.   

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We, in India, have a traditional liking about noise and 

all our happy and sad moments of life are expressed 

through noise. Most of the people in India do not 

consider noise as pollution as part of routine and 

modern life. The noise pollution is not a unique 

problem for developing countries like India only. In 

China, till third century B.C., instead of hanging men 

for dangerous crimes, noise was used for their 

torturingi.Now the day's man is facing a growing 

problem with noise pollution which affects warmly 

on the health of a person, his activities and mental 

abilities. Noise is not simply a local problem, it 

remains a global dilemma that disturbs everyone 

and calls for precautionary actions in any 

environmental planning situation. 

MEANING AND DEFINITION 

The word "noise" descends from the Latin word 

"nausea," meaning seasickness, or, more generally, 

any similar sensation of disgust, irritation or distress. 

Noise means wrong sound in the wrong place at the 

wrong timeiiand any unwanted sound, it is a 

potential hazard to health and communication 
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dumped into the environment with regard to the 

adverse effect it may have on unwilling earsiii. Noise 

pollution is considered as one of the major factors 

affecting the quality of life in urban areasiv.Sound 

becomes undesirablev when it disturbs our normal 

activities such as working, sleeping, and during 

conversationsvi.A number of adverse health effects, 

both direct and indirect, have been related to 

exposure to persistent or high levels of noisevii.Wild 

life are feeling stressed by noise pollutionviii.At times, 

music for some can be noise for othersix. 

Noise is a type of atmospheric pollution and 

it is one of the undesirable consequences of 

technological civilizationx. It is an unwanted sound 

without agreeable musical qualityxi. Noise as a 

potentially harmful pollutant is also being recognized 

as a great nuisance these daysxii.Noise pollution is 

thus another environmental pollutant to be formally 

recognized as a genuine threat to human health and 

the quality of lifexiiithat is sometimes called 

disturbing the peacexiv. 

 “Noise is not a measure of the progress of 

technology but a sign of regression”xv.According to 

business dictionary "A form and level of 

environmental sound that is generally considered 

likely to annoy, distract or even harm other 

people."xviThe encyclopedia Britannica defines noise 

as “In acoustics noise is defined as any undesired 

sound."According to this definition, “a sound of 

church bells may be music to some and noise to 

others. Usually noise is a mixture of many tones 

combined in a non-musical manner.xvii” 

According to an American jurisprudence 

analyst "noise as an unwanted sound that produces 

unwanted effects, Sound without value and sources 

are aircraft and airports, vehicular traffic, railways, 

industrial activitiesxviii".This noise problem is mainly 

due to growing busy traffic.xixHeavy traffic volumes, 

higher speeds, and greater number of trucks and 

buses in general and motor bikes in particular, 

improper stoppage of buses at locations rather than 

desired bus stoppage, improper parking of four 

wheelers along the road create enormous noisexx. 

Sound converted into pollution when the 

intensity and frequency of the sound is likely to 

affect adversely the quality of environmentxxi. World 

Health Organization stated that “Noise must be 

recognized as a major threat to human well-

being”xxii.Therefore, noise is included as an air 

pollutant.xxiii.  

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

recognizes noise as an "environmental pollutionxxiv. 

According to Environmental Health Criteria-

126 'noise is considered as any unwanted sound that 

may adversely affect the health and well-being of 

individuals or the populations'.xxv 

So we can consider that Noise pollution is 

the sound in the environment that are caused by 

persons and that threaten to the health or welfare of 

human or animal population or Environment.  

SOURCES 

Sources of noise classified into indoor and outdoor. 

Indoor - In residential areas, Sources of noise may 

such as lawn movers, vacuum cleaners heat pumps, 

ventilation, radio, television, generators, electric 

fans, coolers, air-conditioners, home appliances, and 

family fight. Noise like other pollutants is a by-

product of population, transportation, 

industrialization, urbanization and modern 

civilizationxxvi. 

Outdoor -Outdoor sources of noise includemidnight 

mass-azan from mosquesxxvii, traffic, flying aircraft, 

drilling, industries, construction, D.G. sets, laying 

loud music during festivals like Deepavali, Ganesha 

Chathurthi, kavad yatraxxviii, and other occasionsxxix. 

It is caused by machines, transportation systems, 

poor urban planning etc. Urban noise is another 

issue waiting to be solved through proactive 

measuresxxx. 

CAUSES AND EFFECT 

Problems related to noise and healthxxxiinclude 

hearing loss, stress, permanent loss of 

memoryxxxii,hypertension, sleep disturbance, 

cardiovascular diseases changes in social 
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behaviourxxxiiiand hinder cognitive development in 

childrenxxxiv,physiological disorderxxxvdizziness, 

insomniaxxxvi distraction and lost productivity, and a 

general reduction in the quality of 

life.xxxviiUnnecessary noise interferes with people's 

daily activities at school, at work, at home, and 

during leisure time.xxxviii 

LEGISLATIVE ATTEMPTS TO 

CONTROL THE NOISE 

Our government participated in The world 

environmental conference held at Stockholm, 1972. 

After this participation government has declared 

that it is our responsibility to control pollution and 

protect Environment. India became one of the few 

countries of the world which enshrined in its 

Constitution, a commitment to environmental 

protection and improvement. 

First time two provisions, namely Article 

48A and Article 51(A) (g), having a direct bearing on 

environment, were added to the Constitution in 

1976.xxxix Article 48A states: "The state shall 

endeavour to protect and improve the environment 

and to safeguard the forest and wild life of the 

country." These provisions reflect the growing 

concern of the government over environment. But 

clearly, these provisions do not expressly mention 

the term 'industrial disasters' or "Noise". 

Article 48(A) instructs the state to protect 

and improve the environment and to ensure 

safeguard the forest and wild life of the country. 

Article 47 is imposing a duty of the state to improve 

public health. Article 51 of the DPSP mandates that 

the state shall endeavour to substitute for 

international law and treaty obligations. 

A numbers of legislations in India has been 

enacted for conservation and protection of 

environment but only a few of them talking about 

preventing noise pollution. Section 268 & 290 of 

I.P.C. ,Section 133 of Cr. P.C. indirectly deals with 

noise. Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981, Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Rules, 

1983, Environment Protection Act 1986, 

Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 includes noise 

as air pollution. The Noise standards for fire-crackers 

were notified by the Environment (Protection) 

(Second Amendment) Rules, 1999xl The Motor 

Vehicles Act, 1988, The Central Motor Vehicles 

Rules, 1989 etc. are provides some restrictions on 

noise. 

Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) 

Rules, 2000 framed by the Central Government 

under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986. Rule 5 of Environment (Protection) Rules, 

1986xli. Rule 3 of the Noise Pollution (Regulation and 

Control) Rules, 2000 provides for ambient air quality 

standards in respect of noise for different 

areas/zones as specified. 

GOVERNMENTAL POLICY TO 

CONTROL THE NOISExlii 

Governmental Policy implies the commitment to 

fulfill or achieve the divine objectives. 

(1) Ambient noise standards were notified in 1989, 

which formed the basis for State Pollution Control 

Boards to initiate action against violating sources.  

(2)The vehicular noise standards to reduce traffic 

noise, notified in 1990, have been made more 

stringent vide a notification in September 2000 and 

was effective from January, 2003.   

(3) Noise standards for diesel generator-set were 

prescribed in Dec. 1998. Govt. has been pursuing 

with State Pollution Control Boards, generator 

manufacturing and major users, for implementation 

of these standards. Presently these standards are 

being revised it mandatory for all generator 

manufacturers to provide acoustic enclosure at the 

manufacturing stage itself.  

(4) Noise standards for fire-crackers were developed 

in October, 1999. Central Pollution Control Board 

had carried out a compliance testing of the fire 

crackers available in the market and also taken up 

with the Department of Explosives for compliance 

with these standards.  
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(5) Noise standards for petrol and kerosene 

generator sets were notified in September, 2000, 

and will be effective from September, 2002. The sale 

of these generator sets will be prohibited if not 

certified by the testing agencies.  

(6) The Noise Rules, 2000, regulates noise due to 

loudspeakers and also prescribed procedures for 

noise complaint handling.  

(7) Central Pollution Control Board has taken up a 

study on aircraft noise monitoring in Indira Gandhi 

International Airport, Delhi.  

JUDICIAL APPROACH ON NOISE 

POLLUTION 

Recently, Courts in India have accepted a healthy 

environment as part of the Fundamental Right to 

life. “Everyone has a right to a standard of living 

adequate for the health and well-being of himself 

and his family.”xliii Under several multilateral and 

bilateral treaties, India has accepted obligations to 

control industrial disasters expressly or by 

implication.xlivThe higher judiciary has been constant 

focus in planning and monitoring of measures for 

pollution control. 

In T. Damodar Rao vs. The Special Officer, 

Municipal Corporation of Hyderabad,xlv the Andhra 

Pradesh High Court clearly stated that the right to 

environment is part of the right to life guaranteed by 

Art. 21 of the Constitution of India. The citizens have 

right to sleep peacefullyxlvi, and also a right to a 

decent environmentxlvii as highlighted by the 

Supreme Court in various decisions which are all well 

known in the field of pollution.xlviii 

In Madhavi vs. TilaKanxlix the Kerala High 

Court recognised the right tolive in peace, to sleep in 

peace and in quality superior to mere animal 

existence. Supreme Court in its Judgment held that 

freedom from noise pollution is a part of the right to 

life under Article 21 of the Constitution. This Court 

has also held that as between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

which is the time for the people to sleep and have 

peace, no noise pollution can be permitted.l 

The 186th Reports of the Law Commission of 

India also find that if an industry is closed on 

grounds of pollution, “it may lead to unemployment 

of hundreds of employees. If the polluting industry is 

not shifted, there could be serious danger to the 

health and well-being of citizens in the locality.”li 

The Indian judiciary is having a clear vision 

on environmental protection. However the problem 

of law making and amending is really difficult in this 

area. As there are certain things like 

industrialization, urbanization, cultural and moral 

values of humanity that hamper legal norms which 

are really hard to be interpreted out. 

CONCLUSION/ SUGGESTIONS 

After the analysis of above laws and cases, we find 

that the movement against noise pollution is weak in 

India. Most of the people do not consider it a 

pollutant, and take it as a part of routine lifelii. The 

laws available are insufficient to control Noise 

Pollution. The judiciary attempts to seal in the gaps 

where there is laciness of the legislation. Despite of 

these legislations, rules and regulations, protection 

and preservation of the environment is still a 

pressing issue of noise pollution. After this there is a 

hard need for an effective and efficient enforcement 

of the constitutional order and the 

otherscatterednoise legislations.There is a need for 

creating general awareness towards the hazardous 

effects of noise pollution.liii.  

The Pollution Control Board has adverted to 

the relevant provisions concerning the prohibition of 

noise pollution and mechanism for dealing with the 

complaints. District Magistrate, Police Commissioner 

or any other Officer designated for that purpose to 

ensure proper maintenance of ambient quality in 

respect of the noise levels under the concerned 

Rulesliv. 

Central government has proposed Motor 

Vehicle (Amendment) Bill 2016lv. according to Sec. 

190 (2) Any person who drives or causes to be 

driven, in any public place a motor vehicle, which 

violates the standards prescribed in relation to road 
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safety, control of noise and air- pollution, shall be 

punishable fine and  insufficient imprisonment.Like 

air and water pollution measurements, noise 

measurements must include in the laws. 
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