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ABSTRACT 

The growing ecological crisis of the twenty-first century has prompted scholars and writers alike to 

reconsider humanity's relationship with the natural world. Literature has emerged as a significant medium 

through which environmental concerns are articulated, negotiated, and disseminated. Within the Indian 

context, writers such as Amitav Ghosh, Ruskin Bond, and Namita Gokhale have contributed substantially to 

environmental discourse by foregrounding ecological degradation, climate anxiety, and the ethical 

dimensions of human interaction with nature. Among contemporary Indian authors, Deepa Agarwal 

occupies a distinctive position owing to her sustained engagement with the landscapes, folklore, and 

cultural traditions of the Himalayan region. Her writings reveal a deep ecological sensibility that 

transcends mere description of natural beauty and instead presents nature as a dynamic force shaping 

individual and collective identities. 

This paper examines ecological consciousness in selected works of Deepa Agarwal, particularly Folk Tales 

of Uttarakhand, Journey to the Forbidden City, and The Walking Tree. Drawing upon ecocritical 

perspectives, the study investigates how Agarwal's narratives foreground environmental ethics, cultural 

memory, and the interconnectedness of human and non-human worlds. The paper argues that Agarwal's 

representation of forests, mountains, rivers, and trees contributes to an ecological imagination rooted in 

the Himalayan experience while simultaneously addressing global environmental concerns. Through her 

engagement with folklore, historical narrative, and children's literature, Agarwal cultivates environmental 

awareness and encourages readers to rethink prevailing attitudes toward nature. Her writings ultimately 

function as both literary interventions and ethical reflections on sustainability, ecological responsibility, 

and cultural continuity in an era marked by unprecedented environmental challenges. 

Keywords: Deepa Agarwal; Ecocriticism; Himalayan Literature; Environmental Consciousness; 

Uttarakhand; Children's Literature; Ecological Imagination 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The twenty-first century has witnessed an 

unprecedented intensification of environmental 

crises. Climate change, biodiversity loss, 

deforestation, pollution, and the depletion of natural 

resources have emerged as defining concerns of 

contemporary life. Scientific reports repeatedly warn 

of ecological instability and the irreversible 

consequences of human intervention in natural 

systems. These developments have prompted not 

only political and scientific responses but also 

profound cultural and literary engagements. 

Literature has increasingly become a site where 

environmental anxieties, ethical dilemmas, and 
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alternative visions of human–nature relationships 

are explored. Through storytelling, literature enables 

readers to perceive ecological realities not merely as 

scientific data but as lived experiences affecting 

communities, cultures, and individual lives. 

 The emergence of ecocriticism as an 

important field of literary inquiry reflects this 

growing concern with environmental issues. 

Ecocriticism examines the representation of nature 

in literary texts and explores the ways in which 

literature shapes environmental consciousness. 

Cheryll Glotfelty (1996) famously defined 

ecocriticism as the study of the relationship between 

literature and the physical environment. Since its 

emergence the field has expanded significantly, 

incorporating perspectives from environmental 

humanities, cultural studies, postcolonial theory, and 

indigenous studies. Scholars increasingly recognize 

that environmental questions cannot be separated 

from issues of culture, history, identity, and power. 

 Within the Indian literary tradition, 

environmental concerns have long occupied an 

important place. Ancient texts frequently portray 

human beings as participants in a larger ecological 

order rather than masters of nature. Rivers, forests, 

mountains, animals, and celestial bodies are often 

endowed with sacred significance, reflecting a 

worldview that emphasizes interconnectedness and 

reciprocity. Contemporary Indian writers continue to 

draw upon these traditions while simultaneously 

engaging with modern ecological challenges. 

 Among the most influential voices in 

contemporary environmental writing is Amitav 

Ghosh, whose work draws attention to the 

limitations of conventional literary forms in 

addressing climate change. Ghosh argues that the 

environmental crisis demands new narrative 

strategies capable of representing the scale and 

unpredictability of ecological transformations. 

Similarly, Ruskin Bond's writings celebrate the fragile 

beauty of the Himalayan landscape while expressing 

concern over environmental degradation. Namita 

Gokhale's fiction, often situated within the cultural 

and geographical context of Uttarakhand, the central 

Himalayan state of India, examines the complex 

interactions between memory, place, and ecological 

change. Together, these writers demonstrate how 

literature can function as a medium of 

environmental awareness and ethical reflection. 

 Deepa Agarwal belongs to this broader 

tradition of environmentally conscious writing. Born 

in Almora, a town situated in the Kumaon region of 

Uttarakhand, Agarwal has spent decades producing 

literature for both children and adults. Her extensive 

body of work includes historical fiction, folklore 

collections, poetry, translations, and children's 

literature. Although she is widely recognized for her 

contributions to children's writing, her literary 

significance extends beyond this category. A 

recurring feature of her work is the centrality of 

nature and the environment. Mountains, forests, 

rivers, animals, and trees are not merely scenic 

backgrounds in her narratives; rather, they 

constitute living presences that influence human 

actions, beliefs, and identities. 

 Agarwal's engagement with the Himalayan 

environment is particularly significant. The 

Himalayas occupy a unique place within the cultural 

imagination of South Asia. They are simultaneously 

geographical formations, spiritual symbols, 

repositories of biodiversity, and sites of cultural 

memory. The region's ecological fragility has become 

increasingly apparent in recent decades due to 

climate change, unplanned urbanization, 

deforestation, and large-scale developmental 

projects. Writers associated with the Himalayan 

region often respond to these concerns by 

documenting environmental transformations and 

exploring their social and cultural consequences. 

 Agarwal's writings are imbued with 

ecological conscious writing. Born in Almora, a town 

situated in the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand, 

Agarwal has spent decades producing literature for 

both children and adults. Her extensive body of work 

includes historical fiction, folklore collections, 

poetry, translations, and children's literature. 

Although she is widely recognized for her 

contributions to children's writing, her literary 

significance extends beyond this category. A 

recurring feature of her work is the centrality of 
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nature and the environment. Mountains, forests, 

rivers, animals, and trees are not merely scenic 

backgrounds in her narratives, rather, they 

constitute living presences that influence human 

actions, beliefs, and identities. 

 Agarwal's engagement with the Himalayan 

environment is particularly significant. The 

Himalayas occupy a unique place within the cultural 

imagination of South Asia. They are simultaneously 

geographical formations, spiritual symbols, 

repositories of biodiversity, and sites of cultural 

memory. The region's ecological fragility has become 

increasingly apparent in recent decades due to 

climate change, unplanned urbanization, 

deforestation, and large-scale developmental 

projects. Writers associated with the Himalayan 

region often respond to these concerns by 

documenting environmental transformations and 

exploring their social and cultural consequences. 

 In Agarwal's writings, ecological concerns 

emerge through diverse narrative forms. Her 

retellings of folk narratives preserve traditional 

ecological wisdom embedded in oral cultures. Her 

historical narratives foreground the relationship 

between human exploration and the natural 

environment. Her children's literature introduces 

young readers to environmental ethics through 

imaginative storytelling. Across these genres, nature 

functions not simply as an object of appreciation but 

as a source of knowledge, moral reflection and 

cultural continuity. 

 The significance of Agarwal's work lies in its 

ability to bridge local and global perspectives. While 

her narratives are deeply rooted in the landscapes 

and traditions of Uttarakhand and the broader 

Himalayan region, they also address universal 

concerns regarding ecological sustainability and 

environmental responsibility. Her stories invite 

readers to reconsider anthropocentric assumptions 

and recognize the interdependence of human and 

non-human life forms. Such a perspective acquires 

particular urgency in the context of the 

Anthropocene, a term increasingly used to describe 

an epoch characterized by profound human impact 

on planetary systems. 

 This paper examines ecological 

consciousness in selected works of Deepa Agarwal, 

focusing primarily on Folk Tales of Uttarakhand, 

Journey to the Forbidden City, and The Walking Tree. 

Through an ecocritical framework, the study 

explores how Agarwal's narratives articulate 

environmental ethics, preserve ecological 

knowledge, and cultivate environmental awareness 

among readers. The paper argues that Agarwal's 

writings contribute significantly to contemporary 

environmental literature by presenting nature as an 

active participant in human existence and by 

emphasizing the ethical responsibilities that 

accompany human interaction with the natural 

world. 

 Environmental concerns have become 

central to literary studies in the twenty-first century, 

particularly through the emergence of ecocriticism 

as a critical framework. Ecocriticism seeks to 

examine the relationship between literature and the 

physical environment, investigating how texts 

represent nature, environmental ethics, and human 

interactions with the non-human world. Unlike 

traditional literary approaches that often treat 

nature as a passive backdrop for human action, Eco 

critical readings emphasize the agency of 

landscapes, ecosystems, animals, and ecological 

processes. Such perspectives are especially relevant 

in the context of contemporary environmental 

crises, where questions of sustainability, 

biodiversity, and climate change have become 

inseparable from discussions of culture and identity. 

 Lawrence Buell (1995) argues that 

environmental literature must move beyond 

aesthetic appreciation of nature and engage with 

ecological responsibility. Similarly, Greg Garrard 

(2012) identifies recurring ecocritical concerns such 

as wilderness, pollution, dwelling, apocalypse, and 

the relationship between humans and animals. 

These concerns acquire particular significance in 

regions where environmental degradation directly 

threatens cultural survival and traditional ways of 

life. The Himalayan region represents one such 

space. 
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 The Himalayas have occupied a privileged 

position within the South Asian imagination for 

centuries. They have been viewed simultaneously as 

geographical formations, spiritual aboads and 

retreats, repositories of biodiversity, and symbols of 

endurance. Rivers originating in the Himalayas 

sustain millions of people across the Indian 

subcontinent, while mountain forests provide 

ecological services essential for environmental 

stability. Yet the region is also ecologically fragile. 

Rapid urbanization, deforestation, tourism, climate 

change, and developmental projects have 

contributed to increasing ecological vulnerability. 

 Literature emerging from the Himalayan 

region frequently reflects these tensions. Writers 

associated with Uttarakhand often portray the 

mountains not merely as scenic landscapes but as 

living entities possessing cultural, historical, and 

spiritual significance. The natural environment 

becomes intertwined with memory, identity, and 

belonging. Consequently, environmental 

degradation is experienced not only as ecological 

loss but also as cultural displacement. 

 The environmental imagination evident in 

Himalayan literature differs in important ways from 

mainstream urban environmental discourse. Rather 

than emphasizing abstract global concerns alone, 

Himalayan writing often foregrounds everyday 

interactions between communities and their 

surroundings. Forests are sources of livelihood as 

well as spiritual meaning. Rivers function 

simultaneously as ecological systems and cultural 

symbols. Mountains embody both geographical 

realities and repositories of collective memory. 

 Deepa Agarwal's work participates actively 

in this tradition. Her writings draw upon the cultural 

landscapes of Uttarakhand and the broader 

Himalayan region, presenting nature as an active 

presence within human life. Through folklore, 

historical narratives, and children's literature, she 

explores how ecological knowledge is embedded 

within local traditions and how environmental ethics 

are transmitted across generations. Her narratives 

reveal an understanding of nature not as a resource 

to be exploited but as a partner in human existence. 

 Agarwal's environmental imagination is 

particularly significant because it bridges traditional 

ecological wisdom and contemporary environmental 

concerns. Her works repeatedly emphasize 

interconnectedness, suggesting that human well-

being cannot be separated from ecological well-

being. In doing so, she contributes to a literary 

discourse that challenges anthropocentric 

assumptions and advocates a more sustainable 

relationship with the natural world. 

DEEPA AGARWAL AND ECOLOGICAL 

CONSCIOUSNESS 

 Deepa Agarwal occupies a distinctive position within 

contemporary Indian literature because of her ability 

to combine storytelling with ecological awareness. 

While many writers address environmental issues 

directly through activism or explicit environmental 

narratives, Agarwal often integrates ecological 

concerns organically into the fabric of her stories. 

Nature is not presented as an external subject 

requiring separate attention; rather, it is woven into 

the everyday experiences, beliefs, and identities of 

her characters. Born in the Kumaon region of 

Uttarakhand, Agarwal's literary imagination is deeply 

shaped by the landscapes of the Himalayas. Her 

familiarity with mountain life enables her to portray 

the natural world with remarkable sensitivity. Across 

her writings, forests, rivers, animals, and mountains 

emerge not merely as settings but as dynamic forces 

influencing human destiny. Such representations 

challenge the anthropocentric tendency to place 

human beings at the centre of all narratives. 

 An important feature of Agarwal's 

ecological vision is her emphasis on 

interdependence. Her narratives repeatedly suggest 

that human communities and natural ecosystems 

exist within a network of mutual relationships. 

Actions affecting one component of this network 

inevitably influence the others. This perspective 

resonates strongly with contemporary ecological 

thought, which emphasizes the interconnected 

nature of environmental systems. 
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 Another significant aspect of Agarwal's 

work is her engagement with cultural memory. 

Ecological knowledge is often preserved within 

folklore, oral traditions, and local customs. In many 

societies, stories function as repositories of 

environmental wisdom, teaching communities how 

to coexist sustainably with their surroundings. 

Agarwal recognizes the importance of these 

traditions and frequently incorporates them into her 

narratives. Through storytelling, she preserves forms 

of ecological knowledge that might otherwise 

disappear in the face of modernization and 

globalization. 

 Her works also reveal an acute awareness 

of environmental change. Although her narratives 

rarely adopt a didactic tone, they often highlight the 

consequences of human intervention in natural 

systems. Deforestation, ecological imbalance, and 

the disruption of traditional relationships with 

nature emerge as recurring concerns. Rather than 

presenting environmental degradation through 

statistics or scientific discourse, Agarwal illustrates 

its impact through stories and human experiences. 

This narrative approach enables readers to engage 

emotionally as well as intellectually with ecological 

issues. 

 The significance of Agarwal's environmental 

consciousness becomes particularly apparent in her 

writings for children. Children's literature plays a 

crucial role in shaping attitudes toward nature and 

environmental responsibility. By introducing young 

readers to ecological themes through imaginative 

narratives, Agarwal contributes to the development 

of environmental awareness among future 

generations. Her stories encourage curiosity, 

empathy, and respect for the natural world, qualities 

that are increasingly important in an age of 

ecological crisis. 

 At the same time, Agarwal avoids idealizing 

nature. Her landscapes are neither simplistic 

pastoral idylls nor romantic fantasies. Instead, they 

are complex environments characterized by both 

beauty and vulnerability. Mountains inspire wonder 

but also demand respect. Forests provide 

sustenance while reminding humans of their 

dependence upon ecological systems. Such balanced 

representations contribute to a nuanced 

environmental ethics grounded in humility rather 

than domination. 

 Agarwal's ecological consciousness 

therefore operates on multiple levels. It is aesthetic 

in its appreciation of natural beauty, ethical in its 

emphasis on responsibility, cultural in its 

preservation of traditional knowledge, and political 

in its critique of exploitative attitudes toward the 

environment. Together, these dimensions establish 

her as an important voice within contemporary 

environmental literature. 

ECOLOGICAL ETHICS AND CULTURAL 

MEMORY IN FOLK TALES OF 

UTTARAKHAND 

One of the most significant aspects of Deepa 

Agarwal's contribution to environmental literature 

lies in her engagement with folklore. Folklore has 

historically functioned as a repository of collective 

memory, cultural values, and ecological knowledge. 

Long before environmental conservation became a 

formal discourse, communities transmitted lessons 

about sustainability, coexistence, and respect for 

nature through myths, legends, songs, and folktales. 

In mountain societies particularly, where survival 

depended upon a delicate balance with the natural 

environment, oral traditions played an essential role 

in preserving ecological wisdom. 

 Folk Tales of Uttarakhand represents an 

important attempt to preserve and reinterpret this 

cultural heritage for contemporary readers. The 

collection introduces readers to a world in which 

human life is inseparable from forests, rivers, 

mountains, and animals. The natural world is not 

portrayed as an inert backdrop against which human 

dramas unfold; rather, it actively participates in 

shaping events and moral outcomes. Such narratives 

challenge modern anthropocentric assumptions by 

presenting humans as one component of a larger 

ecological order. 
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 A recurring feature of folk traditions across 

the Himalayan region is the attribution of sacredness 

to elements of nature. Forests, springs, mountain 

peaks, and certain animal species are often 

associated with divine powers or supernatural 

guardians. While modern readers may interpret 

these beliefs as religious or mythological, they also 

function as mechanisms of ecological protection. 

Sacred groves, for instance, have historically 

contributed to biodiversity conservation by 

discouraging exploitation. Through her retelling of 

traditional narratives, Agarwal preserves these 

ecological dimensions embedded within local belief 

systems. 

 Another important aspect of the collection 

is its emphasis on reciprocity. Human beings who act 

with greed, arrogance, or disrespect toward nature 

frequently encounter adverse consequences, 

whereas those who demonstrate humility and 

gratitude are rewarded. Such patterns reflect a 

worldview fundamentally different from modern 

developmental paradigms that often view nature as 

a resource available for unrestricted exploitation. 

The ethical framework emerging from these stories 

suggests that environmental well-being and human 

well-being are interconnected rather than opposed. 

In this respect Agarwal’s stories are quite similar to 

Ruskin Bond’d too. Bond’s stories like “The Blue 

Umbrella” and “The Cherry Tree” also underscore 

the same idea as Agarwal. 

 Animals occupy a particularly significant 

place in these narratives. Unlike many modern 

representations that reduce animals to symbolic 

functions or background details, folk traditions 

frequently grant them agency and wisdom. Animals 

become teachers, helpers, protectors, or moral 

exemplars. This literary strategy encourages readers 

to recognize non-human life forms as possessing 

value independent of human utility. Contemporary 

environmental ethics increasingly emphasize such 

perspectives, arguing that biodiversity conservation 

requires moving beyond purely instrumental 

attitudes toward nature. 

 The collection also reflects an acute 

awareness of environmental interdependence. 

Agricultural cycles, seasonal changes, water sources, 

and forest resources shape the rhythms of everyday 

life. Human prosperity depends upon ecological 

stability, and disruptions in natural systems affect 

entire communities. Through narrative rather than 

scientific explanation, the stories communicate 

fundamental ecological principles that contemporary 

environmental education seeks to promote. 

 Importantly, Agarwal's retelling of these 

tales makes traditional ecological knowledge 

accessible to modern readers, particularly younger 

generations who may be increasingly disconnected 

from oral traditions. In this sense, the collection 

performs a dual function. It preserves cultural 

heritage while simultaneously contributing to 

environmental awareness. The ecological values 

embedded in the stories remain relevant in an era 

characterized by climate change, biodiversity loss, 

and environmental degradation. 

 From an ecocritical perspective, Folk Tales 

of Uttarakhand demonstrates how folklore can serve 

as a form of environmental memory. The stories 

remind readers that sustainable relationships with 

nature are not new inventions but have long been 

embedded within cultural practices and worldviews. 

By recovering these traditions, Agarwal contributes 

to broader efforts to imagine alternative 

environmental futures grounded in respect, 

reciprocity, and ecological responsibility. 

LANDSCAPE, EXPLORATION, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS IN 

JOURNEY TO THE FORBIDDEN CITY 

While Folk Tales of Uttarakhand draws upon 

traditional narratives, Journey to the Forbidden City 

engages environmental concerns through historical 

fiction. Based on the remarkable journeys of the 

nineteenth-century explorer Pandit Nain Singh 

Rawat, the novel explores themes of exploration, 

cultural encounter, knowledge production, and 

human engagement with challenging landscapes. 

The Himalayan environment occupies a central place 

within the narrative, shaping both the physical 
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journey and the protagonist's understanding of the 

world. 

 The significance of landscape in the novel 

extends beyond geographical description. The 

mountains are not passive settings through which 

the protagonist travels, they function as active 

presences that demand endurance, humility, and 

adaptability. Such representations contrast sharply 

with narratives that depict nature primarily as an 

obstacle to be conquered. Instead, Agarwal presents 

the Himalayan environment as possessing its own 

integrity and agency. 

 Environmental scholars have frequently 

noted the relationship between exploration and 

ecological knowledge. Historical expeditions often 

contributed to geographical understanding while 

simultaneously reflecting imperial ambitions and 

systems of power. In the context of Journey to the 

Forbidden City, exploration becomes a complex 

process involving observation, learning, and 

negotiation with unfamiliar environments. The 

narrative emphasizes the importance of 

attentiveness to local conditions and ecological 

realities. 

 The novel is particularly noteworthy for its 

portrayal of the Himalayan landscape as both 

beautiful and vulnerable. Readers encounter vast 

mountain ranges, remote settlements, and 

challenging terrains that inspire wonder while also 

highlighting the fragility of high-altitude ecosystems. 

Such representations encourage environmental 

appreciation without romanticizing nature. The 

landscape commands admiration precisely because 

of its complexity and resilience. 

 Another significant dimension of the novel 

is its engagement with cultural knowledge. The 

journey unfolds through spaces inhabited by 

communities whose lives are deeply shaped by 

environmental conditions. Traditional practices, 

modes of travel, and local forms of knowledge 

emerge as crucial resources for survival. In this 

respect, the novel implicitly critiques assumptions 

that technological progress alone provides adequate 

solutions to environmental challenges. Instead, it 

acknowledges the value of experiential and place-

based knowledge. 

 The environmental significance of the novel 

becomes particularly apparent when viewed through 

contemporary concerns regarding the Himalayas. 

Today the region faces numerous ecological 

pressures, including glacial retreat, changing 

precipitation patterns, infrastructure development, 

and increased tourism. Although Agarwal's narrative 

is situated in a historical context, it invites readers to 

reflect upon the continuing importance of protecting 

mountain ecosystems. 

 The figure of Nain Singh Rawat acquires 

symbolic significance within this framework. His 

journeys exemplify curiosity, perseverance, and 

respect for the landscapes through which he travels. 

Unlike exploitative approaches to exploration, his 

encounters with the environment are characterized 

by observation and learning. Consequently, the 

novel offers a model of engagement with nature 

based not on domination but on understanding. 

 From an ecocritical perspective, Journey to 

the Forbidden City demonstrates how historical 

narratives can contribute to environmental 

awareness. By foregrounding the relationship 

between human experience and ecological context, 

the novel encourages readers to recognize the 

importance of preserving both natural and cultural 

landscapes. The journey becomes not merely a 

geographical expedition but an exploration of 

humanity's place within a larger environmental 

world. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PEDAGOGY AND 

ECOLOGICAL IMAGINATION IN THE 

WALKING TREE 

Among Deepa Agarwal's environmentally oriented 

works, The Walking Tree occupies a distinctive 

position because of its engagement with children's 

literature. Environmental education increasingly 

recognizes the importance of cultivating ecological 

awareness during childhood. Stories, imagination, 
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and narrative play crucial roles in shaping attitudes 

toward nature, often influencing values more 

effectively than factual instruction alone. Through 

The Walking Tree, Agarwal demonstrates how 

children's literature can function as a powerful 

medium for environmental learning. 

 At first glance, the premise of a tree 

capable of movement appears whimsical and 

fantastical. Yet beneath its imaginative surface lies a 

thoughtful exploration of ecological themes. The 

image of a walking tree immediately challenges 

conventional assumptions about the relationship 

between humans and plants. By granting mobility to 

a tree, Agarwal invites readers to imagine the world 

from a non-human perspective. Such imaginative 

shifts are central to contemporary environmental 

thought, which seeks to move beyond exclusively 

human-centered understandings of reality. 

 The narrative also raises important 

questions about belonging and rootedness. Trees 

derive their strength and sustenance from roots that 

connect them to the earth. In ecological terms, 

rootedness signifies interdependence, stability, and 

participation within a larger ecosystem. The walking 

tree's experiences reveal the value of these 

connections and the difficulties that arise when they 

are disrupted. 

 This symbolism resonates on multiple 

levels. Environmentally, it highlights the importance 

of ecological relationships and the consequences of 

separation from natural systems. Socially and 

culturally, it suggests the significance of maintaining 

connections to community, heritage, and place. 

Agarwal thus creates a narrative capable of speaking 

simultaneously to environmental and human 

concerns. 

 The book's environmental message is 

conveyed through storytelling rather than moral 

instruction. Readers are not presented with abstract 

lessons about conservation. Instead, they 

accompany the tree on a journey that gradually 

reveals the meaning of ecological belonging. Such an 

approach reflects contemporary educational 

theories emphasizing experiential and narrative 

learning. 

 The story is also notable for its portrayal of 

urban and natural environments. As the tree 

encounters different settings, readers are 

encouraged to consider contrasting ways of relating 

to nature. Urban spaces often embody mobility, 

speed, and technological progress, whereas the 

tree's rooted existence represents continuity, 

patience, and ecological balance. The narrative does 

not simply condemn urbanization; rather, it 

encourages reflection on what may be lost when 

connections with nature are neglected. 

 From an ecocritical perspective, The 

Walking Tree exemplifies the potential of children's 

literature to cultivate environmental imagination. 

Imagination plays a vital role in addressing 

environmental challenges because ecological crises 

often require people to envision alternative 

relationships with the natural world. By encouraging 

readers to empathize with a tree, Agarwal expands 

the boundaries of moral concern and fosters 

ecological sensitivity. 

 The enduring significance of the book lies in 

its ability to transform a simple imaginative premise 

into a profound meditation on environmental 

responsibility. The narrative suggests that genuine 

growth depends not upon endless movement or 

expansion but upon meaningful connections with 

the world that sustains us. Such insights are 

particularly relevant in an age characterized by 

ecological disruption and increasing alienation from 

nature. 

COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES: 

DEEPA AGARWAL, RUSKIN BOND, 

AMITAV GHOSH, AND SUMANA ROY 

Deepa Agarwal's environmental vision becomes 

even more apparent when considered alongside 

other contemporary writers concerned with 

ecological issues. Although differing in genre, 

audience, and style, writers such as Ruskin Bond, 
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Amitav Ghosh, and Sumana Roy share an interest in 

exploring the relationship between human beings 

and the natural world. 

 Like Agarwal, Ruskin Bond frequently 

situates his narratives within the Himalayan region. 

Both writers demonstrate deep affection for 

mountain landscapes and concern for their 

preservation. However, while Bond often 

emphasizes personal observation and memoir-like 

reflection, Agarwal frequently employs folklore, 

historical narrative, and children's literature to 

communicate environmental values. Their 

approaches differ, yet both contribute to a literary 

tradition that foregrounds ecological awareness and 

regional identity. 

 Amitav Ghosh's contribution to 

environmental discourse operates on a broader 

global scale. His work addresses climate change, 

environmental crisis, and the limitations of 

conventional literary forms in representing 

ecological catastrophe. While Agarwal's narratives 

are generally more localized and accessible, they 

share with Ghosh an awareness of environmental 

interconnectedness. Both writers challenge 

anthropocentric assumptions and encourage readers 

to recognize the consequences of human actions for 

ecological systems. 

 A particularly interesting comparison may 

be drawn between Agarwal's The Walking Tree and 

Sumana Roy's How I Became a Tree. Both texts 

employ the figure of the tree as a means of 

questioning dominant assumptions about human 

identity and progress. In Roy's work, the desire to 

become tree-like reflects dissatisfaction with the 

speed, violence, and competitiveness of 

contemporary society. Agarwal's narrative similarly 

highlights the values associated with rootedness, 

patience, and ecological connection. Although 

intended for different audiences, both works suggest 

that trees offer alternative models of existence 

capable of challenging anthropocentric worldviews. 

 These comparisons reveal that Agarwal's 

work participates in a broader literary movement 

concerned with environmental ethics and ecological 

imagination. Yet her contribution remains distinctive 

because of her sustained engagement with 

Himalayan cultural traditions and her commitment 

to communicating environmental values through 

accessible storytelling. 

CONCLUSION 

Deepa Agarwal's writings occupy an important place 

within contemporary Indian environmental 

literature. Through folklore, historical narrative, and 

children's literature, she develops an ecological 

imagination that encourages readers to rethink their 

relationship with the natural world. Her works 

consistently emphasize interconnectedness, cultural 

memory, environmental responsibility, and respect 

for non-human life. 

 In Folk Tales of Uttarakhand, ecological 

wisdom is preserved through traditional narratives 

that highlight reciprocity between humans and 

nature. In Journey to the Forbidden City, the 

Himalayan landscape emerges as an active presence 

shaping human experience and knowledge. In The 

Walking Tree, environmental awareness is cultivated 

through imaginative storytelling that encourages 

readers to appreciate the value of rootedness and 

ecological belonging. 

 Collectively, these works demonstrate that 

environmental consciousness need not be confined 

to scientific discourse or political activism. Literature 

possesses a unique capacity to cultivate empathy, 

imagination, and ethical reflection. By presenting 

nature as a living presence rather than a passive 

resource, Agarwal challenges anthropocentric 

assumptions and promotes a more sustainable vision 

of human existence. 

 Her writings are particularly significant in 

the context of the Anthropocene, an era 

characterized by unprecedented human influence on 

ecological systems. At a time when environmental 

crises increasingly threaten both natural and cultural 

heritage, Agarwal's narratives remind readers of the 

importance of humility, stewardship, and ecological 

responsibility. They suggest that sustainable futures 



International Journal of Innovative Social Science & Humanities Research   ISSN: 2349-1876 (Print) | ISSN: 2454-1826 (Online) 

 

Vol (13), No.1 Jan-Mar, 2026                                                                                                                                                                 IJISSHR                                                                                                                                                 29 

 

depend not only upon technological solutions but 

also upon transformations in imagination, valuesand 

relationships. 

 Ultimately, Deepa Agarwal's work 

contributes to an environmental ethics grounded in 

respect for place, cultural memory, and the 

interconnectedness of life. By reimagining the earth 

through stories, she invites readers to recognize 

nature not as an object of possession but as a 

community to which humanity belongs. In doing so, 

her literature offers both a celebration of the 

Himalayan environment and a compelling call for 

ecological care in an increasingly uncertain world. 
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